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from their present state of dependence, and their parishioners
from a portion of the burden to which they were subject. c If
beside these,' wrote the English Minister, c any mode should
occur to your lordship, by which the education of the lower
ranks of the Catholics could be facilitated, so as to put them in
that respect on a par with their Protestant brethren, your lord-
ship may be sure of the fullest countenance and support of the
Government.'

On the constitutional question, he speaks with no faltering
accents. ' A notion has arisen within these few years, and has
latterly but too generally prevailed, of the propriety of the exist-
ence of an Irish Cabinet. I therefore think it necessary to pro-
test, and caution your lordship against it, in the strongest and
most explicit terms, for to me it appears niiconstitutional in the
highest degree, and directly subversive of English government,
and of the unity of the British Empire.' It would annihilate
the responsibility of the Lord Lieutenant to the English G overn-
ment, and would 4 more immediately tend to the separation of
the two countries, and the introduction of anarchy into Ireland,
than any other means that could be devised.'1

In the confidential correspondence of Pelham, there are
three letters, written at this time, which throw a considerable
though casual light upon the feelings, motives, and divisions of
the principal actors in this obscure period of political history.
The first tells very plainly its own tale, and it is a tale of deep
significance in Irish history. c I cannot but inform you,5 wrote
Portland, c for the purpose of putting you upon your guard, that
we have learnt from the most unquestionable authority, that a
correspondence has been carried on, or at least letters have been
written by Lord Fitzgibbon to the King (to whom they have
been delivered by Lord Westmorland), with a view, and with
more effect than could be wished, to prejudice his mind and to
alarm liis conscience against the concession to the Catholics. I
don't know how your friend Pitt feels this, but if this is to be
the practice, no Government can go on in Ireland, and I believe
there are not two opinions in .the greatest part of the Cabinet
respecting it.'2

1  Portland to Camden, March 26,     1795 (secret).    The words in italics
1795.                                                  are underlined in the original.

2  Portland to Pelham, March 21,